
  It’s Gonna Be Worth It 

By Daniel J. Angel 
 

For well over two decades, I have had the 

privilege and the honor to be engaged in the 

ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. Like most 

in the ministry, I started following the 

normal steps for advancement in the ranks 

of ministry leadership.  I've worked with the 

kids, youth, and young adults ministries. I 

became an associate pastor, then a board 

member, and church treasurer. Without 

question, my favorite part of ministry has 

been serving with my beautiful and talented 

wife, Laura. 

 

For those who may not know, she has a 

remarkable voice and a God-given gift for 

leading worship. By default, I have had the 

privilege of playing guitar on her worship 

team. Many years ago, she introduced me to 

one of my favorite songs: Worth It All by 

Rita Springer. The song is beautiful, but the 

concept is so encouraging, especially in the 

midst of the storms of life. A quick synopsis 

of the song is in order. Basically, the song 

declares that even when we do not 

understand God's ways, all of the pain and 

disappointment we experience while 

obeying God's call on our lives will be 

worth it compared to the destination God 

has for us.  

 

Throughout this journey, I have had front-

row seats to watch God move in ways only 

He can. Likewise, I have had front-row seats 

to watch and wonder why God did not move 

in the ways I thought He should. When God 

is clearly moving, it is so easy to jump on 

board because it costs us very little. When 

we are struggling to see God's hand, we 

need that reminder that even though the road 

set before us is treacherous, following God's 

directions is worth it. 

 

Before we get too far into this article, it is 

essential that I share something with you. 

Although I sincerely hope this article is 

beneficial to you, not only am I writing for 

you: I am writing to me too. There have 

been so many times that I did not, perhaps 

still don't, understand God's plans. I'm 

writing to remind myself of God's 

faithfulness, mercy, and grace. I'm writing to 

remind both of us that no matter the 

circumstances that come on this journey, it's 

going to be worth it.  

  

THE COWARD AND THE WARRIOR 

 

I'm reminded of Gideon. In Judges 6, we 

find the story of Gideon, which has become 

one of my all-time favorite Bible stories. As 

we see over and over again, the Israelites 

had once again sinned against God, and He 

turned them over to the Midianites. The 

Midianites were so oppressive that Gideon 

hid in a winepress in the hopes of being able 

to thresh wheat without his oppressors 

knowing.  

 

An Angel of the Lord appears to Gideon and 

says, "The Lord is with you, mighty 

warrior." The King James Version says, 

"mighty man of valor." Oh, the irony. 

Gideon is fearfully hiding to eat scraps, and 

God sees a mighty warrior. It is amazing 

how God chooses to see the end product 

while we get caught up in the process. At 

this moment, Gideon is a coward. There's no 

other word to truly describe him. Sure, 

someone clever could try to argue he was 

reasonable or strategic. Maybe it was wise 

or logical to hide from one's enemy. The 

truth is, Gideon was hiding out of fear. As 

far as Gideon knew, this could have been his 

last meal. He gave no thought to war, and 

there was nothing clever or mighty about his 

actions.  

 

Of course, we know God had a different 

perspective. The angel tells Gideon to go 

and deliver the people of Israel. This mighty 

warrior replies by stating he is the weakest 

in his family and his family is the weakest in 



the community. Again, oh, the irony. Gideon 

is like an athlete who never plays, but the 

coach has called his number in crunch time. 

"Me? But coach, all I do is hand out water 

during time outs." 

 

It takes a little bit of work, but Gideon is 

convinced the angel did not make a mistake. 

However, Gideon still struggles with fear. 

After the Lord told Gideon to go and destroy 

the altar of Baal and cut down the Asherah 

pole, he took ten servants for protection and 

did it under cover of night. We should give 

Gideon some credit here. Even though he 

feared retaliation for destroying the altar, 

Gideon did as the Lord instructed. You see, 

Gideon had to make a decision. "Do I stay 

safe in the winepress or risk it all and follow 

the Lord onto the battlefield?" Gideon was 

no longer risking a meager meal but his very 

life. He had to ask himself if picking up the 

sword would be worth it.  Luckily for Israel, 

shortly after his encounter with God, we see 

the mighty warrior Gideon calling men to 

arms. Gideon decided that following the 

Lord was going to be worth it.  

 

When the Lord found me, I was hiding in a 

basement. I had nothing to offer, and like 

Gideon, I was hoping to make it from one 

day to the next. I was one step above being 

homeless and slept from couch to couch. In 

June of 2000, while lying on an old couch in 

a basement, I had a dream. Now, I know 

what you're thinking, "great, he's going to 

tell me about some random dream he had." I 

get it; I've been there, but this is not simply a 

dream. Today, I can see this dream in my 

mind as if I just woke up. No, this was not 

simply my subconscious creating random 

images. This was an encounter with a living 

God. 

 

I found myself standing on a cubed granite 

platform. The landscape was full of 

tornadoes ripping through everything in 

their path, causing debris to fly in every 

direction. The sound was truly astounding. I 

stood frozen in fear. I could not scream, and 

I could not move. Then a voice spoke in the 

middle of the chaos. I heard the Voice say, 

"If you will remain on the rock, the storm 

will pass by but not destroy you." At that 

moment, I realized in all of the chaos, I felt 

no wind from the tornados. I could see them, 

I could hear them, but I was perfectly safe 

on that platform. I woke up with tears 

flowing. I did not begin to cry, I was already 

weeping while asleep. I rolled off that couch 

and onto my knees, and I gave my life to the 

Lord.  

 

So now you're saying, "Cool story, but what 

does that have to do with me?" I am glad 

you asked! The landscape before us is full of 

tornadoes. They come at different stages of 

our lives. They come in different shapes and 

sizes. They cause different levels of 

destruction and chaos. However, one thing is 

for sure; they will come. As Mathew 5 

reminds us, it rains on the just and the 

unjust. It is in those moments when we need 

that reminder. It's going to be worth it!  

 

In my dream, the tornadoes were all around. 

Their appetite for destruction was clearly 

visible as I looked on in horror. I woke up 

knowing the Lord was speaking about the 

future. At first, I was anticipating smooth 

sailing in rough waters. I thought as long as 

I stayed on the rock, the storms couldn't hurt 

me. Of course, that is not what the Lord said 

in my dream. He said, "The storm will pass 

by but not destroy you." There was no 

promise to remove the storm or to lessen its 

intensity. Rather, the promise was the storm 

will come, and you will survive.  

 

Story after story, the saints of old were 

called by God to accomplish unimaginable 

feats that would place their very lives in 

harm's way. There was never a promise that 



God would shield them from pain and 

heartache. Now, I typically do not gamble, 

but I would bet every single one of them 

would agree it was worth it. The Lord found 

Gideon in a winepress and called him to 

deliver Israel, but Gideon had to pick up a 

sword. The Lord found David singing to 

sheep and called him to be King, but David 

had to spend years running for his life. The 

Lord found Joseph beloved by his father and 

called him to save all of Israel, but he had to 

endure slavery and imprisonment.  

 

I don't know where the Lord first found you. 

Likewise, I don't know where the Lord finds 

you today, but wherever it is, He already 

knows the end product. He saw the mighty 

warrior waiting to be called upon, and He 

sees a mighty warrior today. The Lord may 

be calling you to full-time ministry or some 

other specific occupation. Perhaps the Lord 

wants you to start a business, move your 

family, or get involved in public policy. 

Based upon whoever is reading this right 

now, the possibilities are endless, but one 

thing is for sure, if God has called you to it, 

He's calling that warrior within you even if 

you are hiding in the winepress. Be 

encouraged. You have been chosen. Pick up 

your sword. It is going to be worth it. 

 

THINGS WORTH HAVING ARE 

NEVER EASY TO OBTAIN 

 

We have all heard the phrase nothing worth 

having comes easy. If you want a high-

paying salary, it takes hard work. If you 

want rock-hard abs, it takes work. If you 

want a long-lasting marriage, it takes hard 

work. If you're like me and you want a long-

lasting, LOVING marriage, it takes 

backbreaking work. (I'm just joking, Laura.) 

For the most part, we all agree with this 

concept; things worth having are never easy 

to obtain.  

 

However, there are times when the work 

feels like it is simply too hard. Harkening 

back to Gideon, I am convinced he thought 

the same thing. In Judges 7, we see Gideon 

has picked up his sword and is following the 

calling of the Lord. Gideon raises an army 

of 32,000 men. Let's put that in perspective 

for a moment. William the Conqueror took 

all of England with about 14,000 men, and 

Gideon doubled William's army. Granted, 

Gideon is not in command of the largest 

army in ancient history, but he has gathered 

a truly formative fighting force.  

 

Then God tells Gideon he has too many 

men. The Lord tells Gideon to send home 

every soldier who trembles with fear. 

Amazingly, 22,000 men went home. I'm 

shocked every time I read this story, so I 

know Gideon had to be shocked as well. 

Now granted, no one wants to go into a fight 

with support that is so scared they're 

trembling, but I doubt Gideon thought so 

many men would be exiting the battlefield.  

 

God does not stop there. The Lord tells 

Gideon the army is still too big. Gideon has 

to send home another 9,700 soldiers. Gideon 

went from the general of an army to the 

commanding officer of a battalion. I know 

the Scriptures do not say this, but I can 

imagine Gideon questioning the new orders 

from on high. "Wait, what? Lord, I don't 

understand!"  

 

When God calls you, understanding is not a 

prerequisite, but obedience is required. God 

calls us for His glory and not our comfort. 

The Bible tells us in Isaiah 55 that His ways 

are not our ways. Gideon only knew what 

God had called him to do. He did not 

understand the process God intended to use 

to free Israel. The Bible is not specific on 

the logistics, but no one collects a few 

hundred soldiers, let alone 32,000 men, 

overnight. That fails to include the weapons 



and supplies needed to sustain such a 

fighting force. All of that had to be hard for 

Gideon. Then there's no doubt in my mind it 

was also hard for Gideon to send those men 

home. How could it not? He's called to 

deliver his nation, and the Lord is sending 

his forces back to their homes. But here is 

the beautiful thing; Gideon is doing the hard 

thing because he recognizes it's worth it. He 

knows God is the one who has called him to 

this fight. Even if picking up the sword and 

going into battle with only 300 men is hard, 

obeying the call of God is worth it. 

 

BE ENCOURAGED 

 

Each of us has moments where we do not 

understand God's plan. We don't understand 

why He chose us, why He chose this place, 

and why He chose this time. We all have 

emerged from a pandemic, and the world 

appears to be completely upside down. The 

fundamental truth of biology no longer 

matters in public education or public policy. 

The Rights of Parents to raise their children 

as they see fit are under attack. Buying basic 

food items, like milk and eggs, are 

beginning to sell at such a price one would 

think they were luxury items. Sadly, many 

in our society have lost their faith and trust 

in our institutions. Despite the times we are 

living in, God chose us for this moment!  

 

Pastor, you may not understand why God 

placed you in a church with members who 

look more like Saul than Paul. You may not 

understand why God gave you so many 

members who know exactly how the 

ministry should run, but those same 

visionaries won't sweep the floor or fold a 

bulletin. You may not understand a lot of 

things to the point where you want to quit! 

Don't you dare! If God has called you to that 

Church, pick up your sword and fight 

mighty warrior. There are souls to be won, 

many of them already sitting in that 

sanctuary! Preach the Gospel with no fear or 

remorse. When the angel of the Lord 

appeared to Gideon, Gideon felt like He 

made a mistake, but Gideon was the right 

man for the job. Likewise, when God placed 

you in your position, he did not make a 

mistake. He called you shortcomings and all. 

No matter how hard it seems, love the 

unlovable, feed the hungry, clothe the 

naked, care for the widow, defend the 

innocent, and visit the prisoner because it 

will be worth it.  

 

Mom and Dad, you may not understand why 

your kids act the way they do or like the 

things they like. Trust me, when they 

become teenagers, you will be amazed at the 

amount of things you do not understand 

about these so-called bundles of joy. 

However, from a young age, teach them the 

truth. Take opportunities to develop a 

relationship based on trust that continues to 

grow as they mature. And when they fail, be 

that parent they know they can run to for 

restoration. Raising kids is hard. No one has 

ever done it perfectly right, and I guarantee 

the grass is always green in someone else's 

yard. When they rebel, speak the truth in 

love. Even when they cut you with their 

tongue, respond in love. God gave those 

children to you, and He did not make a 

mistake. The hard work you pour into your 

child will be worth it.  

 

As we Christians look at our society, we do 

not understand what is happening. It seems 

as if we fell asleep one night and woke up in 

the twilight zone. Guess what! We are not 

the first generation of believers who have 

felt this way. Rejoice, for the Lord has 

chosen us for such a time as this.  

 

In just about every respect, the truth of 

God's Word is under attack. The battle for 

the unborn is still ongoing. In fact, since 

Dobbs v. Jackson, the battlefield has 



expanded from the chambers of the Supreme 

Court to the legislatures of all fifty states. 

The battle for the mental health of children 

is just beginning. While a tiny minority of 

our society has historically struggled with 

Satan's lies about their identity, many in 

society have actively worked to expand 

those lies to confuse and ensnare every 

child. The battle for justice in our nation has 

become perverted. Criminals have become 

the victims, and victims are now bigots for 

complaining. Politicians who were once 

corrupt behind closed doors are now openly 

using their authority for their own gain of 

wealth and power. We confuse justice with 

vengeance. We confuse justice with social 

justice. If we add a modifier to justice, we 

no longer have justice. The Midianites have 

taken the land! 

 

WHERE ARE YOU, GIDEON? 

 

I haven't shared my favorite part of Gideon's 

story. After the Lord tells Gideon to send all 

but 300 men home, He gives more head-

scratching orders. The Lord instructs Gideon 

to place the most deadly weapons the world 

had seen to date in their hands. The weapons 

have struck fear into the hearts of even the 

most courageous warriors. Gideon was 

instructed to give his men trumpets, empty 

jars, and a torch to place in the jars. Wait, 

what? This whole time, God has told Gideon 

He would deliver Israel by his hand. The 

Lord then sends all but a few soldiers home, 

and the accessories He gives Gideon are not 

really crafted for war. Then, the beauty of 

God's plan is put into motion. While 

Gideon's men blow their trumpets, shatter 

the jars, and lift up the torches, they shout, 

"A sword for the Lord and for Gideon." The 

Midianites turn and run from the fight.  

 

The reason this is my favorite part of the 

story has nothing to do with the actions of 

Gideon per se but what those actions 

demonstrate for us today. Paul tells us in 2 

Corinthians 4 that we are jars of clay. In 

Acts 2, we see the Holy Spirit in the form of 

fire, and Jehova appeared to Moses in the 

burning bush. While at war, Gideon's men 

broke those jars, allowed the fire to be 

released, and shouted unto God with a voice 

of victory! When we are willing to be 

broken ourselves and allow the power of the 

Holy Spirit to move, what can the Lord use 

us to accomplish?  

 

We don't need a Church hiding in a 

winepress. We don't need pastors afraid to 

lose their tax-exempt status or offend the 

Pharisees on their boards. We don't need 

parents wanting to be their child's friend 

instead of preparing them for their calling. 

We don't need Christians sacrificing Biblical 

truth for political convenience. We don't 

need cowards accepting lies in hopes of 

avoiding being called a bad name. No, we 

need Gideons. We need people who want to 

hide in the winepress but are willing to trust 

the word of the Lord and pick up their 

swords. We need those who recognize they 

may not understand why only 300 hundred 

soldiers remain, but they will obey orders 

from their Commander. We need jars of clay 

willing to allow themselves to be broken so 

the Lord can be lifted up for all to see.  

 

Beloved, while the battles rage, where are 

you? Over time, I have found myself in so 

many different positions. Sometimes, I'm 

running headlong into the battle. Other 

times, I need to rest and lick my wounds. I 

get it, and Gideon gets it too. After Gideon's 

enemy fled, he had to pursue them and 

continue to fight. He did not win the war 

right away. He had no clue how long he 

would have to fight. However, he knew it 

was going to be worth it! The Book of 

Judges tells us that after Gideon fulfilled the 

call on his life, Israel had forty years of 

peace.  



 

I have no clue where you are or what you 

need. There is one thing I know for sure; 

you would not be reading this if God didn't 

have a plan for you. I don't know what it is 

or what it will cost. I do know it will be hard 

because nothing worth doing is easy. Listen, 

mighty warrior, get out of the winepress and 

grab that sword; IT'S GONNA BE WORTH 

IT! 

 

 
Daniel J. Angel and his wife, Laura, have served in 
ministry for 23 years and currently serve at Dayspring 
AG in Bowling Green, Ohio. The Angels are the proud 
parents of seven terrific kids. Daniel serves as a 
member of the Pemberville Village Council and is 
pursuing a JD from the University of Toledo College 
of Law. 

 

 


